873 Worthington Ridge 
1880 


Lafayette Gladding (1830-1906) a farmer, 

& Andretta Chapin (1831-1893). 

& Isabella king (1857-1911). 

Later owned by William Webster & Henry Porter . 
Italian villa 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Lafayette Gladding House, 873 Worthington Ridge, c. 1880 — an unusually well 
preserved example of the Italian Villa Style. This style took its inspiration from 
the picturesque architecture of the Italian countryside. Some buildings are more 
elaborate, but this example features the characteristic flat roof and ornate 
woodwork. Lafayette Gladding was a farmer. Picture backyards that stretched 
for acres behind these houses before the Berlin Turnpike cut through the land. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The Italianate-style home of Lafayette Gladding a Berlin 
farmer, was built around 1880 on Worthington Ridge. 

Later owners of the house included William H. Webster, 
prominent landowner, and Henry L. Porter, a merchant. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 199 


1880 Lafayette Gladding current owner: Norman King Italian villa 


Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1900 current owner: Paul & Denise Pracon 


Genealogy 


Lafayette Gladding (1830-1906) son of James Gladding & Sophronia Warner. 
1860 he married Andretta Chapin (1831-1893). In 1895 he married Isabella 
(1857-1911). The land was purchased from Sheldon Twitchell. He was a 
farmer. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 
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“1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Lafayette Gladding House 
O 7 


2. TOWN CITY VILLAG 
Hartford 


#199 Ss Dower | Doactuat — L) potentiat 


NO NUMBER (und- ur location) 
873-5 Worthington Ridge 16-1/106/19 
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King, Norman B, “ "Berlin 06037 Cruse KX] Privote 
USE (Preseni) (Historie) 
Residence Residence 
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TO PUBLIC: Yes Tne O Yes Dine 
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Italian Villa c. 1880 
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10. ROOF (Type) 
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Other 
‘es Gombrel O Shed O Hip 0 Round (Specify) 
(Material) -_ N/A 
'o 
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Other ‘ i 
(1) Asphott shingle () suite up () Tile [X] (Secety) Not visible [_] Ridge parallel! 10 the street 
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29" x" 
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Indus- er ‘ 
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In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR! 


The Lafayette Gladding house is cruciform in plan. The front pro- 
jection has a Semi-hexagonal bay above panels with raised circular 
bosses. The bay features segmental-arched windows with narrow molded 
Surrounds, a frieze with a molded diamond motif, and paired brackets 
with pendants, carved floral designs, and small spheres protruding 
from their leading edges. Second-floor windows, like those on all 
elevations, are flat-arched with molded surrounds and prominent 
molded caps. Windows are generally fitted with 2-over-2 sash. The 
main roof cornice has a wide plain frieze with frieze-band windows 
fitted with modern louvres. There are large paired brackets iden- 
tical in detail to those of the front bay. The front walls of both 
the left and right projections contain entries protected by small one- 
story flat-roofed porches. Porches feature cut-out slat (continued) 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


UILDER 


” ORI Ll OR RCH U L POR 


The Lafayette Gladding house is architecturally significant as an 
unusually well-preserved example of the Italian Villa style. This 
style, based on the picturesque architecture of the Italian country- 
Side and current in the middle and late 19th century, may be 

divided into two principal subtypes: large examples with towers and 
complex, asymmetrical massing, and smaller examples such as this one, 
which generally feature a flat roof and simple rectilinear plans. 
Earlier examples of this subtype often borrow some of the austerity 
of the then-current Greek Revival Style. This later example, while 
it retains a Greek Revival frieze with frieze-band windows, shows 
the exuberant wood decoration typical of the Victorian period. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Lafayette Gladding, a farmer, built this house about 1876 on land 
purchased from Sheldon Twitchell. It was later owned by prominent 
landowner William H. Webster, and by Henry L. Porter, a merchant. 


1880 Census 
Berlin Land Records 38:88 (1876) 


SOURCES 


Lafayette Gladding House 


17. (continued): 


i ts, large post brackets 
i lded railings, square chamfered posts, \ r 
arate cat one scroll and floral designs, and a plain tt eee 
aired brackets. Entry doors are original, with ee ape i 
epee in molded surrounds. The ee Se oo “se 
- a detailing is similar to i I 
as oF te windows, which are round-arched and fitted with 


1-over-1 sash. There is a relatively plain, two-story rear 


extension. 


